Norsk Skogkatt Society 2nd Sanction Show.
25th July 2008.

Report by Denise Norton

Photographs by Tracy Wood.
Having just spent a rather wet week on holiday in North Devon, it’s hard to believe that the day of the show was bright, sunny and by the afternoon, uncomfortably hot for all concerned. For all those who have attended this show in the past, you’ll have noticed a change of venue from the Churchdown Community Centre near Gloucester to the much larger venue of Bracknell leisure centre, so named due to its (fairly) close proximity to...yes, Bracknell! We shared the show with the Seal and Blue Point Birman Club and the Maine Coon Breed Society, so there was plenty of fur to gaze at over the course of the day.
We would like to give a special mention at this point to all those people who travelled to the show the day before to set up tables and pens. The Best in Show pens were adorned resplendently in the Norwegian colours of red, white and blue. Each one contained an array of goodies to tempt both the exhibit an exhibitor, including a bottle of fizzy stuff and dry food from the likes of Royal Cannin and James Well Beloved. There was also a little treat bag from Anne Harper (Club Secretary) and a treat bag from Bev Spooner (Membership Secretary).
None of this would be possible without Mrs Carol Pike, who as Club President and Show manager is the lynch pin to all our endeavours. A grateful thank you as well to Mr Pike who provided the tasty committee lunches. We are very fortunate to have an unerring sponsorship from Mrs Maureen Savage who made it possible for all the pens to have beautiful blankets with the Norsk Skogkatt logo embroidered on it. I understand that despite the heat, Mr Tony Rowberry could be seen on the car park selling homemade car stickers and all proceeds were donated to the club welfare fund. It felt as though everyone at the show was prepared to give something of themselves and their pockets on the day so we would like to thank everyone who came to support this [image: image1.jpg]


lovely, friendly club that is clearly committed to the welfare and purity of the Norwegian Forest Breed.
One of the Best in Show pens.

Another highlight of the show was the raffle which became a tombola and here is a lovely picture of the lady who helped make it all possible, Julie Macpherson. Here she is at the club table, piled high with goodies, including the cat duvets made by Bev’s mother.
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 On the day, she was ably assisted by Miss Ali Ross and Miss Isobel Wright. Miss Wright was making her show debut (as a helper to Julie) at the grand old age of eight years old and she is very hopeful that next year we will have a little Norwegian of our own to exhibit.
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Now, there would be little point in having all this human effort without mention of the real stars of the show, the exhibits. So without further ado, here is a nice picture of a cat being vetted in. For anyone reading this who is unfamiliar with showing, the purpose of vetting in is so that the vet can be sure the exhibit is firstly vaccinated by the exhibitor showing the vaccination card and secondly, the exhibit is thoroughly examined to ensure it is in good health.
This year there were 54 exhibits entered into the show, which was a very good turnout indeed. During the course of the day, I managed to speak to three separate exhibitors about their thoughts on the day and of showing at GCCF shows. One couple, Mr and Mrs Hudson had travelled down from Milton Keynes with their two neuter boys, Cleasanta Oskar and Cleasanta Reidar. This was their third GCCF show and they both commented that the show was very well organised and it had all gone very smoothly. Both boys looked very relaxed in their pens and Mrs Hudson commented that the blanket was an excellent touch.
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Following on from that short interview, I managed to speak to Mr Gary Chodkiewicz who was here for his first ever GCCF show with his seven month old male kitten Tiganlea Earl Willum, bred by Caroline and John Tipper. Gary had showed Willum at TICA and FB shows before with Willum and had some success. This was hardly surprising as Willum is a huge boy for his age and by the end of the afternoon he had scooped, a Best of Breed, Best in Show Male kitten and overall Best in show. Well done to Gary and Willum. Here they both are looking very proud.
Whilst I had on my intrepid reporter hat, I tracked down the owner of the youngest exhibit, Mrs Helena Fishlock Lomax and spoke to her about her experiences as an exhibitor and breeder. Helena has a number of neuters that she regularly exhibits, but this picture of the lovely Adetelo Penny Parfait D’amour is her first litter as a breeder. As she became so attached to all of the four kittens, they are all staying with her. Penny came first in her open class, despite being just fourteen weeks and four days old and is utterly adorable.
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As the temperature rose in the hall, so did the level of anticipation of who would be named as Best In Show. All of the exhibits were wonderfully turned out and any one would have been a worthy champion, but for the judges at least, there can only be one in each class and here they are in all their glory for your enjoyment. However, no picture or words can ever replace the atmosphere of the actual event, so if this report has whetted your appetite, we all look forward to welcoming you to next year’s show on 25th July 2009 at Bracknell Leisure Centre.
[image: image6.jpg]



Best In Show Adult male.

GR CH Landsker Neo. 
Sire S*Tigressan’s Tippo (imp) Dam Dayjoy Helena. 
Bred by Mrs Christine Hamilton. 
Owned by Mrs Jeanette Hughes
Shown here with Mrs Jeanette Hughes.
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Best In Show Adult Female.& Best In Show Adult
Kvasir Vanadis. 
Sire CH Tiganlea Prince Dante; Dam CH Vanaheim Wish. 
Bred by Miss Bev Spooner. 
Owned by Mr and Mrs Tipper. 
Shown here with Mr John Tipper.
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Best  In Show Male Kitten, Best in Show Kitten & Best Overall in Show.

Tiganlea Earl Willum

Sire Tiganlea Prince Dante; Dam Tiganlea Tsarina Odetta.

Bred By Mr and Mrs Tipper

Owned by Mr Gary Chodkiewicz.

Shown here with one of the judges.
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Best  In Show Female Kitten.

Unfortunately we did not get pictures of this lovely little lady on the day, so picture taken by Bob Fox :
Normagikatt Kvasir Thea

Sire CH Kvasir Theo; Dam Norskmagi Eurielle

Owned and bred by Mrs Jeanette Hughes.
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Best In Show Neuter Male.& Best in Show Neuter
PR Elskendevenn Max. 

Sire Nordyls Corelli; Dam Adfurlo Elskendevenn. 

Bred and owned by Mr and Mrs Frost. 

Shown here with Mr Frost.
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Best In Show Neuter Female.

PR Norsvana Silver Sapphira

Sire Lisakki Nicodemus of Trappistini; Dam CH Norskmagi Forest Svana

Bred by Colin and Tracy Wood

Owned by Alison and Andy Whittle

Shown here with Mr and Mrs Whittle.

Last, but by no means least, I managed to catch a few words and a sneaky photograph with a very special judge who had flown all the way from Australia to judge our cats and kittens.
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Mrs Lorraine Smith told me she was bought up in Bournemouth, but 20 years ago she emigrated to Australia and she now lives in Melbourne. As all us British need to know about the weather, I felt compelled to ask and she told me that Melbourne is currently in the middle of the winter and it is a freezing 10c! On a more topical note, she told me she usually judges at GCCFV shows (the V stands for Victoria) and she has been qualified for four years. She said she judges all of the semi long hair breeds, but her speciality is the Norwegians and the Birmans. Back in Melbourne, she also breeds NFC’s under the prefix Borealis and Birmans under the prefix of Shenji. Finally, I asked her for one piece of advice to anyone considering showing their cat. She stated that “you must ensure temperament so that they are very handleable and friendly. Looks are important, but temperament is more important.”
As a final word, thank you to everyone who contributed to the team effort of making this show such a wonderful day. A special thank you to the judges, listed below:

Daphne Butters

Lindsey Grant

Mary Kalal

Alison Lyall

Sally Tokens

Lorraine Smith 

Jonathan Cohen

Keith Scruton

I can’t possibly name everyone involved as everyone from the show manager to the general public had a part to play. Hope to see you all next year!
